Read to Succeed Buffalo

CITY OF BUFFALO - LITERACY DATA

The Need
ADULTS

Adult Literacy Levels Defined – NAAL (National Assessment of Adult Literacy (1992) and NALS (National Adult Literacy Survey-2003)

Level 1 - Below Basic: 
Can perform no more than most simple and concrete literacy skills

Level 2 - Basic:

Can perform fairly simple, every day literacy activities (reading food labels, reviewing a checkbook)

Level 3 - Intermediate: 
Can perform moderately challenging activities

Level 4 - Proficient:
Can perform complex and challenging literacy activities involving higher-level reading and problem-solving skills

Literacy Status - Adults – City of Buffalo

· Total adult population in City of Buffalo is 215,691 (Census 2000)

· 30%, or 65,000 adults, at Literacy Level 1 (below basic)  NAAL 1992

· 30%, or an additional 65,000 adults, at Literacy Level 2 (basic)  NAAL 1992

· Employers now requiring Literacy Level 3 as the minimum for any job higher than entry level.

Buffalo – Comparisons with U.S., Cities in NYS, and Comparable Cities**
Percent of adults estimated at literacy levels 1 and 2:
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**  Needs Assessment conducted by Center for Governmental Research - April 2006CHILDREN

CHILDREN

Risk Factors & Statistics in Buffalo*
· Mothers without a high school education

· Based on number of children born to mothers with less than a high school diploma, approximately 1,000 babies born each year are at future risk of low literacy

· Living in poverty

· 33% of all households living on incomes under $15,000 per year; additional 18% of households living on incomes between $15,000 and $24.999 

· 34% of families with children under 18 living below 100% of poverty level

· 45% of children under 5 living in households below 100% of the poverty level

· Living in a single-parent family

· 34% of families are single parents with children 

· English-language learners

· 5,574 adults speak English “not well” or “not at all”

*  Needs Assessment conducted by Center for Governmental Research - April 2006

Buffalo Public Schools – Language/Literacy Measures for Children

· 40% of children entering pre-Kindergarten not “ready for school” (Brigance / DIBELS assessments – BPS)

· Limited oral vocabularies

· Inability to identify letters of alphabet, shapes, colors

· Often do not know own given name

· 58% of children in grades 3 through 8 are not proficient in reading, as measured by NYS’s English Language Arts (NYS-ELA4 2007-08) standardized assessment

· 39% of children entering 9th grade in Buffalo Public Schools do not graduate from high school.  (NYS Education Department)

072508

Page 1 of 2

